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Dracut Conservation Commission- Minutes of June 2, 2010


Dracut Conservation Commission 

Minutes of June 2, 2010
Dracut Historical Society
Commissioner’s Present: James Jendro, John Hassan, Stephen Graham, Victor Olson, Tami Dristiliaris, Paul Mercier, Jr., Elizabeth Martin, Conservation Agent Lori Cahill, and Recording Secretary Shannon Rowe Beaulieu

Commissioner’s Absent:

 Mr. Jendro opened the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Hassan to approve the minutes of May 5, 2010 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Mr. Mercier to approve the minutes of May 19, 2010 as written.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Martin.  Motion passed 4 to 3.  Mr. Hassan, Mr. Olson and Mrs. Dristiliaris Abstained from voting.

Mr. George Russell from NMCOG appeared before the Commission to discuss the Low Impact Development By-Law.  Mr. Russell stated that the he has been hired by the Town to create a Low Impact Development By-Law.  Mr. Russell provided the Commission with a LID fact sheet and a draft LID By-Law.  Mr. Russell stated that LID is an environmentally sensitive approach to stormwater management that reduces the impact of construction on land, water and air resources.  Mr. Russell discussed section 3.3 and 3.3.2 in the draft LID By-Law.  Mr. Russell stated that when the Planning Board is not the permitting authority it would be the Conservation Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals or Board of Selectmen.  Mr. Russell stated that the applicant would discuss their proposed project with staff and then the staff would determine which Board would be the permitting authority.  Mr. Russell discussed section 3.1 in the draft LID By-Law regarding the Clean Water Act and discussed the thresholds.  Mr. Jendro asked if this additional work can by applied to the Conservation Commission?  Mr. Jendro asked if the Commission would have any say in the creation of the LID By-Law.  Mr. Russell stated that the intent of coming to the Commission was to get their input.  Mr. Olson stated that more information was needed regarding Low Impact Development before he could give his input on creating the By-Law.  Mr. Russell stated that he would provide the Commission with the LID information from the State.
Public Hearing/Notice of Intent/ 156 Lakeshore Drive 145-

Mr. Kenneth Lania from K&M Land Consultants, LLC appeared before the Board and presented plans to construct a dock, retaining wall and landscaping.  Mr. Lania stated that they have applied for a Chapter 91 License with the DEP for the dock.  Mr. Lania discussed separating the Notice of Intent into two filings, one for the retaining wall and landscaping and one for the construction of the dock.  The Board discussed separating the filings and stated that proposed Notice of Intent would be conditioned for just the construction of the retaining wall and landscaping and the applicant would need to re-apply at a later date for the construction of the dock once the Chapter 91 License is issued.  Mr. Lania stated that more than half of the retaining wall already exists.  Mr. Lania explained that the contractor the applicant hired to construct the retaining wall started working without the appropriate permits.  Mr. Lania stated that an Enforcement Order was issued by the Conservation Agent and all work on the property has stopped.  Mr. Lania stated that the applicant installed the retaining wall to modify the yard area on the property.  Mr. Lania stated that the retaining wall was constructed 2 ½’ from the high water line.  Mr. Lania stated that they would add siltation protection between the wall and the water.  Mr. Jamie Desmarais, an abutter, discussed the high water line at its peak.  Mr. Jendro stated that the additional siltation protection could be placed now and the siltation protection needed to be shown on revised plans.  Mr. Jendro stated that the Board is still awaiting the DEP’s comments.
Motion made by Mr. Olson to continue the public hearing until June 16, 2010.  Motion seconded by Mr. Hassan.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Continuation of Notice of Intent/ Loon Hill Road Area Sewers 145-
Mr. Jendro read the email from Katelyn Biedron dated June 2, 2010 requesting a continuance until the next available meeting.

Motion made by Mr. Mercier to continue the public hearing until June 16, 2010.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Continuation of Notice of Intent/ 15 Presidential Circle 145-870
Mr. Navin Patel from The Prime Group, Inc. appeared before the Board to discuss the issues from the previous public hearing.  Mr. Patel stated that Soilsmith Designs completed the peer review of the wetland and it is correct.  Mr. Patel stated that the distance from the wetland to the proposed deck is 97.1’ and the distance from the wetland to the proposed dwelling is 67.3’.  Mr. Patel stated that the proposed driveway is 30 x 34 in size.  Mr. Patel stated that the limit of clearing, foundation drain and erosion controls are shown on the revised plans.  The Board discussed the easement for the foundation drain for lot 4.  Mr. Jendro stated that the Board is still waiting for the Natural Heritage comments.  Mr. Graham discussed the foundation drain on the north side of the property for lot 4.  The Board discussed the drainage on lots 4 and 5.  The Board discussed revising the foundation drain on lot 4 to go towards wetland flag 22.  Mr. Jendro stated that the Board would like the Town Engineer to review the proposed drainage on lots 4 and 5.
Motion made by Mr. Hassan to continue the pubic hearing until June 16, 2010.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Dristiliaris.  Motion passed unanimously.

Continuation of Notice of Intent/ 12 Presidential Circle 145-871

Mr. Navin Patel from The Prime Group, Inc. appeared before the Board to discuss the issues from the previous public hearing.  Mr. Patel stated that Soilsmith Designs completed the peer review of the wetland and it is correct.  Mr. Patel stated that the distance from the wetland to the proposed deck is 64.5’ and the distance from the wetland to the proposed dwelling is 66’.  Mr. Patel stated that the proposed driveway is 30 x 35 in size.  Mr. Patel stated that the clearing line and the foundation drain are shown on the revised plans.  Mr. Jendro stated that the Board is still waiting for the Natural Heritage comments.  Mr. Graham stated that no additional structures are to be built within the 50’ buffer zone.
Motion made by Mr. Mercier to continue the public hearing until June 16, 2010.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham.  Motion passed unanimously.

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ Lot D-1, Eighteenth St 145-742

Request for Certificate of Compliance/ Lot D-2, Eighteenth St 145-761

Mr. Jendro read the letter provided to the Board from Meisner Brem Corporation dated May 18, 2010 stating that the sites have been developed in substantial compliance with the Orders of Conditions.

Motion made by Mr. Hassan to issue Certificates of Compliance.  Motion seconded by Mr. Mercier.  Motion passed unanimously.
Old Business:

* Corey Crane – 868 Broadway Rd – Mr. Jendro stated that he has spoken with Town Counsel regarding the violations at Corey Crane.  Mr. Jendro stated that Town Counsel needs to review the synopsis of the current events and then he can go from there.  Mr. Jendro stated that Town Counsel stated that the Board can bring in an outside Conservation Agent due to Lori’s conflict of interest.  Mr. Jendro stated that he would discuss the bringing in of an outside Conservation Agent with Town Counsel again.
New Business:
* The Board ratified the Enforcement Order for 156 Lakeshore Drive
* The Board ratified the Enforcement Order for 1001 Mammoth Rd

* 30 Bayard Street – Mrs. Cahill stated that the property owner would be coming in with a Notice of Intent filing as they were filling up to the wetland in the flood plain area.

* Mr. Mercier discussed the conservation area located on Tyngsboro Rd and stated that the DPW has done some dredging work and asked if they could clean up the area.  Mr. Mercier stated that the boat ramp and parking lot areas at Lake Masscupic are in deplorable conditions with trash, etc.  Mr. Mercier asked if the DPW could clean those areas also.

Signings:
* Certificate of Compliance/ Lot D-1, Eighteenth St 145-742
* Certificate of Compliance/ Lot D-2, Eighteenth St 145-761

Motion made by Mr. Hassan to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Mr. Graham. Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
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